Northern Lights May 2009 Conference Report  ‘Beyond Our Wildest Dreams’

The organizers of the Northern Lights Conference said today that they are ‘absolutely delighted’ with the success of the conference on Thurs 21/ Fri 22 May.  ‘Feedback has been fantastic’, said Mrs. Joan Wilmot, one of the conference organizers. ‘ We had over 200 people come in for different parts of the event, and the free Parents workshop with Jenny Mosley where we expected about 10 people had 63 show up! We kept having to go out and get more chairs!’

Presenters and participants arrived from far and wide to gather at the Universal Hall in Findhorn, a workshop and theatre space which one participant said had a ‘spiritual ‘ feel. Joint organizer of the self-funded conference, Mrs. Dorota Owen, said, ‘We are so glad we chose the Universal Hall for the event as the venue  was just beautiful, with excellent support from the staff, wonderful food and service from the Blue Angel café and of course, the beautiful gardens and forest surroundings where the delegates could relax  and chat in between a very rich programme of presentations and workshops.’

 ‘We would definitely hire this venue again as it is a world-class facility, ‘said Mrs. Owen, although she did not rule out using other, smaller venues in the surrounding area and Forres for the accompanying workshops in future.

‘Northern Lights as a yearly event is doubling in size every year,’ explained Mrs. Owen, ‘as it gathers a reputation for bringing together the very best in cutting age educational wisdom and experiential learning.’

 ‘It’s not just for teachers,’ Mrs. Owen explained, ‘We aim to create a learning community which has all the stakeholders in education – parents, pupils and teachers of all backgrounds, a diverse group who are energized and empowered in learning from each other.’ 

To this end, the conference uses many experiential learning tools to get everyone off their seats and joining in as much as possible, using the kinds of games and group activities which makes learning fun and easy to enjoy as well as challenging. ‘Lots of people remember school as boring and suffocating for pupils and teachers alike, ‘said Mrs. Owen, ‘but we want to show the world that things are changing.  

‘Our primaries in particular are vibrant centres of learning and children really enjoy all the new ways that are gaining in popularity with teachers. We just want to be able to show people how easy it is to be an inspiring teacher,  and how to radiate that inspiration in our teaching to bring  it alive for the whole learning community. We have so much to learn from each other if we create the spaces to listen and have fun together.’

One of Moray Steiner School students attending the event said, ‘All I could hear was laughter coming from the conference! They certainly made it a lot of fun!’

The entire staff of both Logie and Applegrove Primary school were present for the Opening ceremony sung in by 2 former pupils of Applegrove now at Forres Academy, Anya and Rose Owen, who proudly presented a song from the Applegrove choir CD recorded in the Universal Hall and available to buy from the school.

The opening keynote from Jenny Mosley had the audience rocking with laughter and yet also deeply touched and heartened by the stories she told of school which have been turned round by her Circle Time model of listening to children. Nearly all children in Primaries have a voice in circle time, yet lose that when they enter a larger secondary environment, a sad loss when students have so much to say about how they experience their community through schools.

Kosha Joubert, President of GEN Europe, gave a remarkable presentation about Spiral Dynamics, a new way of understanding human history and of the ways that humanity is developing at this period, with implications for the way we interact with our children now.  In a graceful and inspiring style, Kosha explained how the way we see the world depends on our state of mind and that when we have different perspectives as adults and children, knowing how we differ can lead to more open-hearted communication.

The highlight of the day was the magnificent presentation by Olivier Mythodrama Associates on Inspirational leadership, a programme, which has been hailed as the best of its kind internationally by experts in the field. Led by locals Robin Alfred and Lesley Quilty, the presentation received a standing ovation and has led to many letters of appreciation from participants who found the experience ‘life-changing’. OMA have now set up their Scotland office in Findhorn due to the flood of new offers coming in for their work in Scotland.

The second day of the conference invited children, adults and older people in to participate in Playback Theatre, which retold the stories of the audience about their schooldays in dramatic fashion, and showed how powerful those experiences were and still are in our lives. They were joined by some very special visitors from Glasgow; pupils and teachers Karen Sinclair and David Hughes from Thornlie Primary School from Wishaw in Glasgow to present their Georgia Project, an inspiring tale of how a failing school in a deprived area found inspiration and motivation by linking up with an orphanage in the former Russian state of Georgia. 

Through an active programme of self-learning using new technology and bringing in experts on Georgian culture and singing, Thornlie became a centre of radically inspiring learning and teaching, culminating recently in their ‘Georgia Day’ where they put on a magnificent display in their local community. 

Showing media clips on video of their success, the pupils gave speeches on what had most inspired them, and then donated a cheque of over £1000 to Liza Hollingshead of Ecologia Youth Charity, money they had raised themselves for the treatment of a seriously disabled boy in a Georgian Orphanage. 

There was not a dry eye in the house as Jenny Mosley presented the school with the Touchstone Award for Inspiration and Mrs. Owen gave the pupils a cheque for £100 which had been raised by individuals giving her a ‘hundred hugs and pound coins’ for the children to start building a pond in the grounds of their eco-school garden. The Touchstone fairy statue will be a pond decoration outside.

The conference continued with a series of workshops led by Jenny Mosley on helping parents, Margot Henderson on the Keys to Happiness and Alan Smith of the John Muir Award on Connecting with Nature. 

Finally, all the participants gathered in a very moving plenary session where they discussed how the conference had inspired them and what they would take away from the event, to begin immediately in their lives as teachers.  ‘With many more exciting new projects being announced by these inspired teachers, we look forward to presenting even more stories in next year’s Northern Lights’ said Mrs. Wilmot.

Northern Lights May 2010 ‘Transformations for Teaching’ is on May21/22/23 at the Universal Hall. Bookings and more details from dorotaowen@gmail.com
A slide show of the event with music from the Applegrove choir can be seen on

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0khW5yUFwf4
For more info on Olivier Mythodrama , please contact:

Robin Alfred (07990 972827), and robin@oma.uk.com
Lesley Quilty (07761 857146), and lesley@oma.uk.com
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